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ABSTRACT
Some problems of teacher’s manuals and ready-made tests for elementary school
-A preliminary study of ready-made educational materials for lessons and evaluations -
Ayumu NOJO

Iwamizawa College, Hokkaido University of Education

Few reports address certain educational materials for elementary school, such as teacher’s manuals and ready-

made tests, despite their frequent use in science education by teachers who are not certified to teach science.

Based on an analysis of these materials, the author pointed out serious problems with them.

1) Although the authors and editors are not identified, the manvals have been used in most schools.

2) In most ready-made tests neither the authors’ names nor their criteria for selection as authors are disclosed.

3) Because these materials are available only to teachers, there is no opportunity to examine the materials
openly, thus, no feedback for improvement is provided.

4) Differing viewpoints on how the test-givers should evaluate the test results may contribute to misleading
evaluations of a child’s scientific ability.

5) Even though the adoption of these materials is left to users, most teachers who are not certified to teach

science may not have enough scientific background and therefore are tempted to use them.

These serious problems should be examined continuously, and we professional science teachers should make
suitable materials for teachers who are not certitied to teach science, because those teachers appear to be in the

majority in elementary school science education.
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