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A Java Application Designed to Assist Foreign Language Self-Learning

Kaoru FUKUDA
Hokkaido University of Education, Hakodate

Abstract
A Java Application was programmed as an attempt to help foreign language learners to
enrich and solidify various kinds of knowledge about the target language. The application
consists of 5 tabbed screens which are designed to provide two major functions: practice in
vocabulary and practice through multiple choices, using the data that are obtained as a
result of editing text. In implementing these functions, text processing techniques play an

important role.
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‘What would you do if you wanted to learn about something? A traditional way is to'go to
- your bookshelf, pick up a dictionary or encyclopedia, and start tifning pages, Now,

however; you can turn o your computer, connect it to the Internet and start its search
program. ‘You just type in the keyword(s), click "search”, and soon you w;ll have what you
are looking for,

It seems ag if anythmg you want to know can be found on the lntemet. The range of
information you ¢én find on the Internet varies from gossip, to news; to the most advanced

. technological findings. Furtherinore, the information is always fresh. New information is

constanitly added, past files are ré-written, and newis reports are broadcast as they come in. It
seems we do not nieed to "know” or "remember” anything excepthow to get mfofmaixon from
the Net, Or at Jeast, there is-no longet any need for the shelf space to hold those volumes of
encyclopedlas

What is being lost, though, is the joy of thscovery Inmany ways an Internet search is like.
a paskage ‘tour, on which you generally know where you are going and see only what the tour
organizer has selécted; Similarly, what you find in the Internet search is controlled by the

site's owner or is the result of a computer program. Ou 'the other harid, turning the pages of an
encycloped:a, as'you look up an entry, is more like wandering through a forest. Youmay
ax:c1dentally find somerhmg interesting in the entry just next to the one'you have been looking
for. This may stirap anew mterest, whlch will eventually lead you mto a tota]]y dlﬂ'erent
- topic: .

- The Word "encyclopedia”. mgmally meant "general or weH‘rmmded edummon" Witha °
traditi Ipedia, this well- ded: may be ax:hlevedby the discoveries readers
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