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(1) Eliot, T.S., After Strange Gods (1934).

(2) Edited by Knight, L. C., Mason, H. A, Leavis, F.R., Scrutiny XVIII 1951-52 (Cambridge at the University

Press, 1936) p. 68.

-1 am a fellow-countryman of D. H. Lawrence.
Tiverton, Father M., D. H. Lawrence and Human Existence (Rockliff, 1951).
Ibid., p. vii.

---Lawrence’s work needs to be examined from a new perspective.

(5) Ibid., pp. viil.
He was an impatient and impulsive man (or so I imagine him to have been ; for, like the author of this book,
I never knew him). He was a man of fitful and profound insights, rather than of ratiocinative powers; and
therefore he was an impatient man : he expressed some of his insights in the form least likely to make them
acceptable to most of his contemporaries, and sometimes in a form which almost wilfully encouraged
misunderstanding. If the foolish or the ill-disposed chose to regard him as a blasphemer, a “fascist”, or a
pornographer, Lawrence would not put himself out to persuade them. Wrong he often was (I think) from
ignorance, prejudice, or drawing the wrong conclusions in his conscious mind from the insights which came
to him from below consciousness : and it will take time to dissociate superficial error from the fundamental
truth. To me, also, he seems often to write very badly ; but to be a writer who had to write often badly in
order to write sometimes well. After being misunderstood, he is in danger of being ignored. As for his
religious attitude (of the development of which the author of this book has something to say) we can now
begin to see better how much was ignorance, rather than hostility ; for Lawrence was an ignorant man in the
sense that he was unaware of how much he did not know.

(6) Scrutiny, p. 68.
Let me recall then some of the things that Mr. Eliot says in that book. I pick on some judgments and assertions
that are immediately relevant to the charge of ignorance. ‘The point is’, we are told, ‘that Lawrence started
life wholly free from any restriction of tradition or institution---’ He suffered ‘from a lack, not so much of
information, as of the critical faculties which education should give, and an incapacity for what is ordinarily
called thinking’. Again Mr. Eliot speaks of Lawrence’s ‘lack of intellectual and social training’. A reference

—
B »
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to Lawrence’s mother tells us, I'm afraid, what Mr. Eliot means by this ‘lack of social training’ : he speaks

of her ‘vague hymn-singing pietism---which does not seem to have provided her with any firm principles by

which to scrutinize the conduct of her sons’ —— Lawrence was working class, in fact a thiner’s son; and
therefore brought up in the midst of ignorance and uncouthness and spiritual barbarity and moral squalor,
disinherited of all the humaner achievements of civilized living. We are to see him as an extreme case of the

‘crippling effect upon men of letters of not having been brought up in the environment of a living and central

tradition’.

(7) Ibid., p. 67.

If they are expressed now less offensively, they are the more insidious—— and the more insidious because

associated with a recommendatory approach.
(8) Ibid., p.67.

--+it perpetuates the misconceptions, misrepresentations and misdirections that have already, over so long a

period, worked so much mischief.

(9) Eliot, T.S., The Cocktail Party (1950).
(1)’ Bloomsbury Group
() Scrutiny, pp. 68-9.

To be born, with that genius, a miner’s son at Eastwood in the eighteen-eighties —— it is as if Destiny,
having given him the genius, had arranged also that he should be enabled to develop it to the utmost and
qualified to use it for the purpose for which it was meant. If he had not been born into the working-class
he could not have known working-class life from inside. As it was he enjoyed advantages that a writer
middle-class born could not have had : the positive experience and a freedom both from illusions and from
the debilitating sense of ignorance. On the other hand, gifted as he was, there was nothing to prevent his
getting to know life at other social levels.

) Lawrence, D. H., Sons and Lovers (1913).

) Lawrence, D. H., Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1928).

) Lawrence, Ada and Gelder, Stuart, Young Lorenzo : Early Life of D. H. Lawrence (1932).
5 Scrutiny, pp. 69-70.

And for those young people in the 1890s their intellectual education was intimately bound up with a social
training, which, even if it didn’t give them Wykehamist or Etonian or even Harvard manners, [ see no reason
for supposing inferior to that enjoyed by Mr. Eliot. Moreover, they met and talked and read in a setting of
family-life such as, to judge from The Cockiail Party, Mr. Eliot cannot imagine to have existed——a
family-life beset by poverty and the day-to-day exigencies of breadwinning, yet quite finely civilized. And
further, with what advantageous consquences for English literature I have pointed out in some detail,
Lawrence knew every day of his life in intimate experience the confrontation, the interpenetration, of the old
agricultural England with the industrial ; the contrast of the organic forms and rhythms and the old beauty
of humane adaptation with what had supervened.

(1§ Haggs Farm: Willey Wood Farm in Sons and Lovers.
{7 Moorgreen Reservoir: Nethemere in Souns and Lovers and The White Peacock, and Willy Water in Women

i Love.

(19 Felley Mill Farm : Strelley Mill in The White Peacock.
{19 Lamb Close House: Highclose House in The White Peacock, Shortlands in Women in Love, and Shottle

House in Aaron’s Rod.
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@) Brinsley Colliery : Beggalee in Sons and Lovers.
@) Scrutiny,p. 70.

As for the intellectual training, that Lawrence, I have insisted, did not lack (and Fr. Tiverton says that he
has to agree with me here as against Mr. Eliot). Lawrence, we know, was not denied acquaintance with
formal academic standards. He says some severe things about Nottingham University College, but he was
qualified to make incomparable use of his opportunities, and that he made good use, in formal study, and in
informal intercourse, intellectual and social, with his friends, we know. In short, I cannot see on what grounds
Mr. Eliot could assume it to be obvious (if he does——and I don’t know what else his tone means) that he
himself at twenty-one was better trained intellectually than Lawrence at the same age.
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@ Ibid., p. T1.
In the 1920s they used commonly to grant that Lawrence had genius ; but intelligence; which really mattered
—— for that you must go to Aldous Huxley. I myself have always felt bound to insist —— though it should,
I can’t help thinking, be obvious — that genius in Lawrence was, among other things, supreme intelligence.
®) Ibid., p. 72.
---essentially the intelligence of the creative artist.

) Ibid., p. 71. .
---set forth the conditions of health and wholeness in the psyche.
®) Ibid., p. 71.

---Lawrence makes plain that without a proper use of intelligence there can be no solution of the problems
of mental, emotional and spiritual health.

) Ibid. p. 71.
Lawrence’s ‘insights’ were a matter of being able to see what was there, as only genius can, and they went
with an extraordinary power of relating insights, and not only of understanding situations comprising
elements difficult to get at and recognize, but of understanding whole comprehensive and complete fields of
experience. His thinking, in fact, is so much superior to what is ordinarily called thinking that it tends not
to be recognized for thinking at all. If ‘ratiocinative powers’ means anything worth having, then Lawrence’s
seem to me superlative; in logical stamina, the power to pursue an organizing process of thought through a
wide and difficult tract, with a sustained consistency that is at the same time a delicate fidelity to the
complexities of the full concrete experience, Lawrence seems to me to be superior to Mr. Eliot---

@ Ibid., p. 69.

It must be enough here to say that the religon of Lawrence’s mother does not deserve the contempt with
which Mr. Eliot dismisses it. The Chapel in the Lawrence circle, was the centre of a strong social life, and
the focus of a still persistent cultural tradition that had as its main drive the religious tradition of which Mr.
Eliot is so contemptuous. To turn, as Lawrence did, the earnestness and moral seriousness of that tradition
to the powering of a strenuous intellectual inquiringness was all in the tradition. That the Lawrences were
Congregationalists is a relevant point —— their Nonconformity was very far from being the debased tin-
chapel salvationism that Mr. Eliot appears to think it.

@ Tiverton, op. cit., pp. iX-X.
---there is a further reason for this book which ought to be presented frankly at the outset : that there does
not seem yet to be any full-length study of Lawrence which approaches him specifically from the Christian
angle. Lest this at once suggest some form of Inquisitorial literary criticism, it must be hastily be added that
the primary object of approaching him from this angle is that, in view of the abuse that has been hurled at
him by so many Christians, it seemed that some amends from that quarter were overdue.

29 Ibid., p. x.
---Lawrence can teach Christians lessons they should have known but have forgotten.

@0 Idid., p. xiii.
His strictures upon Christianity (and indeed upon Buddhism) are often ill-informed ; at other times they go
straight to the heart of the matter; and no Christian ought to feel sure that he is religious-minded enough,
to ignore the criticism of a man who, without being a Christian, was primarily and always religious.

() Lawrence, D. H., Phoenix II (Heinemann, 1968) p. 597.

Nothing is more difficult than to determine what a child takes in, and does not take in, of its environment
and its teaching. This fact is brought home to me by the hymns which I learned as a child, and never forgot.
They mean to me almost more than the finest poetry, and they have for me a more permanent value, somehow
or other. ‘

---the poems which have meant most to me like Wordsworth’s “Ode to Immortality” and Keats’s Odes, -
all these lovely poems which after all give the ultimate shape to one’s life ; all these lovely poems woven deep
into a man’s consciousness, are still not woven so deep in me as the rather banal Nonconformist hymns that
penetrated through and through my childhood.

() Ibid., p. 599.
They live and glisten in the depths of the man’s consciousness in undimmed wonder, because they have not
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been subjected to any criticism or analysis.
@) Ibid., p. 599.

By the time I was sixteen I had criticized and got over the Christian dogma.
(39 Ibid., p. 598.

Now the great and fatal fruit of our civilization, which is a civilization based on knowledege, and hostile
to experience, is boredom. All our wonderful education and learning is producing a grand sum-total of
boredom. Modern people are inwardly thoroughly bored. Do as they may, they are bored.

They are bored because they experience nothing. And they experience nothing because the wonder has
gone out of them. And when the wonder has gone out of a man he is dead. He is henceforth only an insect.

@) Ibid., p. 600.
I think it was good to be brought up a Protestant: and among Protestants, a Nonconformist, and among
Nonconformists, a Congregationalist---And in the Church of England one would hardly have escaped those
snobbish hierarchies, which spoil so much for a child.
So, altogether, I am grateful to my “Congregational” upbringing. The Congregationalists are the oldest
Nonconformists, descendants of the Oliver Cromwell Independants.
@6  Scrutiny, p. 70.

---Mr. Eliot’s ignorance of the English cultural history, of the English civilization,*
@80 Ibid., p. 70.

---an astonishing feat of prejudice — and ignorance---
(8 Ibid., p. 70.

---Lawrence was brought up in a living and central tradition---

(B8R - MB350

27




