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Sports Activities in Kamisunagawa, Hokkaido
—— Athletic Meets at Mitsui Sunagawa Mining Station —
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Abstract

Sports activities in Kamisunagawa, Sorachigun, Hokkaido, are centered around the
MITSUI Sunagawa Mine.

The history of these activities, particularly the athletic meets at the mine, can be divided
into five stages:
1. 1st to 6th meeting (1922—-1927) . The early stage. General events and representative
discipline events in inter—shop matches. (This period is unrecorded, as it occurred be-
fore the publication of “ SUNAGAWA™ .
2. 7th to 16th meeting (1928—1937) . The active period. The athletic meetings became
the largest annual event of the Frendship Society and were successfully held with the
participatian of the whole mine.
3. 1Tth to 22nd meeting (1938—1945). The war period. The Friendship Society was reor-
ganized as the Industrial Patriots Society. The athletic meetings became a training meet
ings and became related to war skills. Activities were suspended during 1944, and 1945,
4. 23rd to 34th meeting (1946—1958) . The postwar rehabilitation period. Lively and color
full athletic meetings continued for the 12 years, involving the whole mine.

5. 1st to 8th meeting (1969—1976) . The meetings restarted as an inter—town recreation
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activity after a 10—year suspension.

Among sports activities at MITSUI Sunagawa Mining station, the athletic meetings
provided amusement for both miners and staff. It was supported and continuously orga-
nized by the enterprise, which emphasized its role as a means of personnel management

and accomplishing cooperation between labor and management.
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