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Subject Matter Arrangement in "sewing classes” in Elementary Schools
during the Meiji era

Yoko Tanaka

Home Economics Laboratory, Iwamizawa Campus.
Hokkaido University of Education

Abstract

The following subject matter characteristics were found by analyzing educational sewing text-
books used in elementary schools during the Meiji era.

1, There were three factors that influenced the arrangement of subject matter: the peculiarity of ki-
mono design, clothing customs and the educational theory that simple subjects should be pre-
sented prior to compﬁcated subjects.

2, Sewing subject matter was presented in steps, based on the size, design, final use and fabrics of

the kimono.
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