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ABSTRACT

This article aims to clarify the significance and limits of research trends on the social
history of child welfare institutions and educational thought in modern Japan and to clarify
the potentiality of these studies in educational research. What kinds of educational thoughts

have been created in relation to child welfare institutions, and how were they created? To



T S

answer this question, an analysis of child welfare institutions, such as founding hospitals,
orphanages, day care centers, special elementary schools, and reformatories, is needed.

The significance of studies on the social history of child welfare institutions and
educational thought can be divided into the following three points. Firstly, focusing on
criticism of modern education, these studies pointed out the creation, formation, change,
declination, or spread of modern educational thought in line with the historical or social
context during the same period. Secondly, they indicated the problems or contradictions of
modern educational thought, which was regarded as valid. Thirdly, they critically examined
progressive views of history which sought an answer of contemporary educational issues in
Japan from the modern western ideal educational thought.

Previous educational research has overlooked education offered outside of the school
system. This study reveals the necessity of examining the construction and disappearance
of educational thought in child welfare institutions in conflict with the school education
system or ideal of modern family. In child welfare institutions, education is not rare. Studies
on progressive education in Japan tend to focus on education for new middle class in cities
neglecting education for the poor or in rural areas. It is essential to reexamine and
reconstruct studies on the history of education from the perspective of education on the

boundaries of the public education system.
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