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On the Ways of Observing and Recording the Class for Developing
Students’ Skills of Research on Teaching in the Field of Pedagogy of
Teaching Subject

Key Word : research on teaching, class observation, class recording

Koichi Mitsuhashi
(Hokkaido University of Education,Hokodate Canpus)

Abstract :

On the basis of the class-records written by juniors with and sophomores without
the experience of student teaching, I conducted a survey of the following students’
abilities :

- an ability to make class-observation records;

+ an ability to observe and record the most important scene in class;
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- an ability to read the teaching strategies in class from the class-records they made.
What follows is our proposals on how to observe and record the class in order to
develop students’ skills of research on teaching on the basis of findings of this survey:

1) Before observing the class, students should have a lecture on instructional
models and a teacher’s behavior in class. Based on the data like class-records,
they should also understand the instructional models which correspond to the
teaching and learning behaviors. So they would be able to grasp what the
teacher’s and the learners’ behaviors mean in class.

2) The class observation would follow the studies on subject matters students make
like a teacher actually does. They should not only seize the content of the lesson
and keywords, but also consider in advance what problems the teacher gives to
herself/himself and what questions she/he puts to her/his students in order to
achieve the aim of the lesson. Then they should participate in the class
observation.

3) In the instruction of school subjects, the advance guidance for student teaching,
etc., the class observation should be combined systematically with the making and

analyzing of class-records, which might be called research on teachings.
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