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Construction and Implementation of a Curriculum for Training
Environmental Education Teachers Who Have
Skills to Practice in Cooperation with a Community (1):

The Process of Designing The Curriculum of The Course of Community Education
Development of Hokkaido University of Education
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Akira HiraokA?, Tadaichi TakaHasHI?, Norihiko TAMARU®
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Technology Education; Hokkaido University of Education Kushiro Campus

Summary

The curriculum of the Course of Community Education Development of Hokkaido University of
Education was worked out through spirited discussions and the exchange of ideas among the
appointed teaching staffs of the course, being unique and original among other teacher training
courses in Japan. The curriculum aims to train elementary school teachers who have
competences of communication, planning, action and practicing. For this aim, it involves
experiential and practical actions in cooperation with local organizations/persons taking a variety
of natural environments and human local communities as their fields. During the first and
second grades, the students are to be trained to enhance their ability to read/think and discuss;
to participate outdoor/volunteer activities, nature/industrial experiences; and to connect these
experience with the knowledge provided by introductory and subject-integrated lectures. And
then they are to challenge todevelop environmental/community education programs through
taking special subjects and theirpractices during the third and forth grades.
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