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SUMMARY

Effectiveness of Itinerant Consultations including Developmental Testing

Kaede TAKAHASHI*, Keigo ASAI**

(*Master’s Degree Holder, Hokkaido University of Education)
(** Hokkaido University of Education)

Although itinerant consultation services have been used in schools, there is no unified model for
it. This study aimed to clarify the effectiveness of itinerant consultations, including developmental
tests, from a teacher’s standpoint, focusing on City A, which has numerous households on welfare and
limited resources outside the school. A semi-structured interview survey was conducted with nine
teachers who had and had not used the itinerant counseling service in elementary schools. The results
showed that faculty members had a favorable impression of the service, which they used as a
difficulty-relieving tool. Further, the service transformed classroom teachers and parents, had a
positive and transformative impact on children. Additionally, the classroom teachers felt that the
service served as a link between themselves, parents and special educational needs coordinators. The
effectiveness of itinerant counseling, including developmental testing and its potential to become an
assistance model in other communities are discussed.

Key words : Itinerant consultation, Developmental test, Interprofessional Collaboration.
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